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Acreage Reporting Reminder 
Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency 
programs.  Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land 
uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can 
prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.   

All fall seeded crops must be reported at your local FSA office by 
Dec. 15, 2014.  Perennial fruit, berry and grape crops must be 
reported by Jan. 1, 2015.  The deadline for all other crops, including 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres, is July 15, 2015.  

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster 
event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must 
be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.  

Contact your local FSA office to make an appointment or for more 
information.  
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Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county.  

Conservation Reserve Program for 2015 
A general Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup will not be 
announced until a CRP Environmental Impact Statement is 
published, which is expected to happen in the spring of 2015.  

The 2014 Farm Bill allows for a limited number of CRP participants 
to opt out of a CRP contract early. If contracts have been in effect 
for at least five years and if other conditions are also met, you may 
choose to terminate a CRP contract. Land with certain practices 
such as filter strips and buffers and land with an Erosion Index (EI) 
of 15 or greater is not eligible. The CRP early-out option is available 
until January 30, 2015.  The contract termination must be effective 
no later than September 30, 2015.  

FSA will provide a prorated rental payment covering the portion of 
the fiscal year during which the CRP contract was in effect for 
contracts terminated early. Refunds of prior payments are not 
required. Land released from a CRP contract and planted to an 
agricultural commodity is subject to highly erodible land and 
wetland compliance provisions.  

To learn more about your CRP contracts' eligibility for the early-out 
option or to apply, contact your local FSA office.  

 

 

Program Provides Incentive for Farm Land Transition 
The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) assists with the transition of expiring Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) land from a retired or retiring owner or operator to a beginning, veteran, or socially 
disadvantaged farmer or rancher for the purpose of returning land to sustainable grazing or crop 
production.  

Retired or retiring owners or operators participating in TIP may receive up to two additional annual 
rental payments after your CRP contract expires, provided the beginning or socially disadvantaged 
farmer or rancher is not a family member.  

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized $33 million for fiscal years 2014 through 2018 for the Transition 
Incentives Program (TIP). TIP funding will be awarded on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis until the total funds authorized for the program are 
exhausted.  Beginning (including veteran) and socially disadvantaged producers or retired and 
retiring CRP participants may apply.  The Farm Service Agency is accepting applications for land in 
contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2015.  

FSA has a national website section to connect retired or retiring land owners or operators with 
beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers who are interested in the Transition 
Incentives Program (TIP).  The section is CRP TIP-Net.  

 

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadlines 
 
USDA extended the signup deadline for the dairy Margin Protection Program until Dec. 5, 2014. The 
program provides financial assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the difference 
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between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer.   

Dairy producers are encouraged to use the online resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for your dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed 
via computer, smartphone or tablet.  

USDA also extended the opportunity for public comments on both the Margin Protection Program 
and the Dairy Product Donation Program until Dec. 15, 2014. Comments can be submitted to USDA 
at http://go.usa.gov/GJSA. 

 

Farm Bill Ties Crop Insurance Subsidy to Conservation 
Compliance 
 
The 2014 Farm Bill linked crop insurance subsidies to the highly erodible and wetland conservation 
provisions of the bill. Previously, producers and any affiliated individuals or entities who participated 
in most programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) were required to comply with these provisions. Now, producers with 
federal crop insurance will want to ensure your compliance with HELC/WC to maintain subsidized 
premiums.   

To comply with the HELC and WC provisions, you must fill out and sign form AD-1026 at the FSA 
office.  You certify not to:  

 plant or produce an agricultural commodity on highly erodible land without following an 
NRCS approved conservation plan;  

 plant or produce an agricultural commodity on a converted wetland; or  

 convert a wetland which makes the production of an agricultural commodity possible.  

To be eligible for 2016 crop insurance subsidies, all participants and affiliates with agricultural 
interests must file an AD-1026 with FSA by June 1, 2015, if one is not already on file.  

 

ARC/PLC Producer Information Meetings Scheduled 
 
Producers and landowners have opportunities to learn more about the new Agricultural Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. Both programs offer producers and 
landowners protection when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices and/or revenues 
for covered crops. You will have through early spring of 2015 to select which program works best 
for your business.  

To help you choose between ARC and PLC, USDA helped create online tools that allow you to 
enter information about your operation and see projections about what each program will mean for 
you under possible future scenarios. The new tools are now available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

You may use a checklist to help organize the data to input into the online decision aid.  This will 
simplify its use greatly.   

December 4, Colfax - Producer and Landowner ARC/PLC Education Workshop (9 a.m.)  - 
Sherman McGregor Training Facility, 401 Airport Rd., Colfax, WA.  

December 4, Clarkston - Producer and Landowner ARC/PLC Education Workshop (2 p.m.)  - 
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Walla Walla Community College Lecture Hall, Room 104A, 1470 Bridge St., Clarkston, WA.  

December 18, Walla Walla - Producer and Landowner ARC/PLC Education Workshop (9 a.m.) - 
Port of Walla Walla Meeting Room, 45 Terminal Loop Rd., Walla Walla, WA (Located on the main 
floor of the airport terminal building.)  

December 19, Ritzville - Producer and Landowner ARC/PLC Education Workshop (9 a.m.) - C.J. 
Newland American Legion Memorial Hall, 106 West Broadway Ave, Ritzville, WA.  

Contact your local FSA office or check the FSA website for more information about ARC/PLC.  

 

Year End Record Closure 
With harvests and fall seeding completed, now is a good time to close out 2014 records for your 
lenders, FSA loan officers and for tax purposes.  

 

Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000  
 
The FSA borrowing limit for microloans increased to $50,000 in November. Microloans offer 
borrowers simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional 
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans 
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and mid-sized farming operations.  

Additionally, changes to FSA eligibility requirements will help beginning farmers and ranchers 
access land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies related to farm experience have 
changed so that other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct farming experience 
required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or management of non-farm businesses, 
leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced education in an agricultural field will 
now count towards the experience applicants need to show when applying for farm ownership 
loans.  

More information about FSA’s microloan program can be found online or by calling your local FSA 
office.  

 

FSA Begins Issuing Receipts for Service 
 
The 2014 Farm Bill required that the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS), and Rural Development (RD) issue a Receipt for Service to all “current or 
prospective producers or landowners.”  These three field-based agencies worked together to design 
a web-based form that staff will use to record customer information and issue receipts for service.  

Beginning in December, the three agencies will be issuing receipts for service when customers 
contact FSA, NRCS, and RD offices and staff in-person, by email, fax or mail.  

 

Marketing Assistance Loans Available 
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Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans for eligible harvested 
production.  A nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan provides financing that allows you to store 
production for later marketing.  The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse.  

Loans are available if you share in the risk of producing the eligible commodity and maintain 
beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining 
the ability to make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to the 
commodity and title to the commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, it is ineligible 
for a loan, even if you regain beneficial interest.  

National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA website 
at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 

Important Dates and Deadlines 

 December 1, 2014 deadline to return County Committee election ballots. 

 December 5, 2014 deadline for MPP-Dairy program.  

 December 15, 2014 deadline to report crop acreage. (for fall planted crops - fall alfalfa 
seed, fall canola, fall mint, onions).  

 December 15, 2014 deadline for public comments on the Margin Protection Program and 
the Dairy Product Donation Program.  

 January 30, 2015 - Deadline to request early CRP contract termination.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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